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The 2006 Java tsunami destroyed 2,000 
buildings but spared most water towers.  
The weak earthquake that spawned the 
tsunami left the towers standing.  An 
hour later, the tsunami passed harmlessly 
between their legs at the same time as it 
was destroying adjacent houses.   Such 
towers, if equipped with steps or ladders, 
may allow vertical evacuation.  In the 
example above, near Pangadaran, the 
�����������	���
���		
�	�������
��������
house.
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